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CHECKLIST FOR STUDY VISA - Public 

university (Article 58), university entrance exam 

or ARES* 
 

All documents must be in English, Dutch, French or German (documents in Arabic must be 

submitted with a translation)  

AND must be LEGALIZED by the Belgian Embassy:  TLS Contact: Legalization  

Documents to be legalized can be submitted at the same time as the visa application. 

 

It’s essential that your submitted file contains the original documents. 

All documents will be returned once a decision has been made. 

Document Description 

Application form 

- Irrespective of age, every individual requires a separate application 
form, that can be printed from VisaOnWeb 

- Must be duly completed, dated, and signed by the applicant himself. 
- For children under 18 years, the application form must be signed by a 

person with parental authority or by a legal guardian. 
One recent 

passport size 
photograph 

- Size 3.5cm X 4.5cm 
- White plain background 
- Taken less than 3 months ago 

Original passport 

- A copy of all pages (excluding the blank) 
- Must be issued within the last 10 years, in good condition and have at 

least 2 empty consecutive pages. 
- Must be valid for at least 15 months at the time of the application 
- For foreigners: copy of your Lebanese/Syrian residence permit  

Proof of full 
payment of the 
contribution fee 

 

- Proof of full payment of the contribution fee to our Ministry of Interior 
in Brussels must be provided along with the application. If this is 
missing, your visa application is not admissible.  
- Details about the account number, payment methods and the 
appropriate amount can be found here: Contribution fee | IBZ. 
- Payment exemptions are listed under ‘Amounts of contribution fee’  

Medical 
certificate  

Medical certificate proving you are not suffering from any of the 
diseases listed in the annex to the Act of 15 December 1980.  
- Must be issued within the last 6 months 
- Must be issued, signed and stamped by one of the Belgian Embassy’s 
accredited physicians 
- All analysis, reports, and X-ray results must be included. 

Proof that the  
applicant has or 
will have health  

insurance in  
Belgium   

Travel insurance certificate that covers at least the first 3 months 
starting your arrival date. This insurance policy must cover all medical 
expenses (including emergency hospital treatment and repatriation) 
with a minimal coverage of 30.000 EUR and must be valid for the 
whole Schengen territory. 

https://legalization-be.tlscontact.com/en-us/country/lb/vac/lbBEY2be/application-process
https://visaonweb.diplomatie.be/
https://dofi.ibz.be/en/themes/faq/contribution-fee
https://static.tlscontact.com/media/tlsweb/be/lb/list_of_accredited_doctors.pdf
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For students aged 

18 and above:  
Non-criminal 

record certificate  

A certificate attesting the lack of convictions of crimes or offences under 
common law for the last 5 years:  
- Must be issued within the last 6 months 
- Must be translated by a sworn translator 
- Must be legalized by the Belgian Embassy (through TLS Contact) 
- If you resided in a foreign country before applying: a certificate issued 
by the relevant authorities of that country and legalized by the Belgian 
Embassy abroad (or with an apostil). 

For minor 
students (<18 

years): Parental 
authorization  

 

Parents / legal guardians who are not accompanying their child must 
sign a parental authorization, agreeing their child can permanently live 
in Belgium. 
- Parents can sign their parental authorization documents at the 
legalization section at TLS Contact when submitting the student’s visa 
application: Please bring:  

• Your passport or ID  
• A legalized birth certificate, not older than 6 months, mentioning 

the name of both parents. 
• If applicable: proof of guardianship issued by court (translated by 

a sworn translator & legalized by the Embassy) 

• If applicable: death certificate of the deceased parent (translated 
by a sworn translator & legalized by the Embassy) 

Standard 
certificate issued 

by a Belgian 
recognized higher 

education 
institution  

 

A certificate in accordance to the Standard certificate issued by the 
higher education establishment 
- Must be issued by a recognized higher education institution. 
- Must specify whether the student is enrolled to pursue full-time higher 
studies or a preparatory year, or has been admitted to the studies, or is 
enrolled in an admission exam or entrance test.  
- The university must send confirmation of the admission or enrollment 
to beirut.visa@diplobel.fed.be before your application 

Proof that the 
student has 

access to higher 
education 

Diploma or certificate of studies that grants access to Belgian higher 
education (a secondary education diploma or a baccalaureate). 

 
 

Proof of 
sufficient means 
of subsistence to  
cover education 

and life expenses 
 
 

For enrolments for the 2026–2027 academic year: the minimal net 
amount is 1.062€/month. Proof can be provided in different ways: 
 
1. Proof of the scholarship you have been granted or will be granted.  
The university must send confirmation of the scholarship to 
beirut.visa@diplobel.fed.be before your application. 
Note: In case you intend to travel before the starting date of the 
scholarship, proof of sufficient financial means to cover the additional 
period needs to be submitted (at least 95€/day) 
In case the scholarship is less than 1.062€/month, additional proof of 
financial means needs to be submitted. 
 
OR 
 
2. Financial Certificate (attestation): Proof of money transfer to the 

educational institution's bank account. 
The university must send confirmation of the admission or enrollment to 
beirut.visa@diplobel.fed.be before your application 
 
OR 
 

https://static.tlscontact.com/media/eg/cai/be/standard_university_form.pdf
https://static.tlscontact.com/media/eg/cai/be/standard_university_form.pdf
https://dofi.ibz.be/en/themes/third-country-nationals/study/higher-education/recognised-higher-education-public
mailto:beirut.visa@diplobel.fed.be
https://dofi.ibz.be/en/themes/ressortissants-dun-pays-tiers/etudes/favoris/sufficient-means-subsistence
mailto:beirut.visa@diplobel.fed.be
mailto:beirut.visa@diplobel.fed.be
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3. Proof of money transfer to a student loan account (Irrevocable 
Transfer Certificate) with one of the accredited financial service 
companies: Studely or Ready Study Go International. 
 

OR 
 
4. Proof of financial support from a guarantor (maximum 3rd degree 

family member: parents/siblings/uncles/aunts etc.) 
+ Proof or relationship with the guarantor through family registration 
of both guarantor and applicant (translated by a sworn translator)  
+ explanative letter about the family ties. 
 
More information on the procedure, the scope and the requirements 
can be found with this link: Formal obligation 
 
a) If the guarantor is an employee in Lebanon/ Syria: 

Guarantor must present himself with a valid ID at TLS 
Contact and sign a formal obligation / annex 32 in front of the 
TLS representative. This document cannot be older than 6 
months and is only valid when legalized by the Belgian Embassy 
after submitting the visa application. 
 
+ Proof of financial solvency of the guarantor: 
o Original Certificate of employment/proof of professional 

activity - In English or Arabic + compulsory translation, 
mentioning the full address and contacts of the company, 
the designation, date of employment and net monthly 
salary. The letter must have an original signature (the name 
and position of the countersigning officer) and a stamp  

o Personal (on the guarantor’s name) Lebanese bank 
statements (in English) of a current account (no credit card 
statements) from the last 6 months, showing regular 
income (salary, pension, rent income etc.) - highlighted 

o The statements must be stamped and signed by the bank. 
o Confirmation of the bank that the funds can be transferred 

to a Belgian bank account or fresh USD/EUR account** 
 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
b) If the guarantor is a company owner/ partner in Lebanon/Syria:  

Guarantor must present himself with a valid ID at TLS Contact 
and sign a formal obligation / annex 32 in front of the TLS 
representative. This document cannot be older than 6 months 
and is only valid when legalized by the Belgian Embassy after 
submitting the visa application. 
 
+ Proof of financial solvency of the guarantor: 
o Copy of the commercial register (Arabic + compulsory 

translation)  
o Personal (on the guarantor’s name) Lebanese bank 

statements (in English) of a current account (no credit card 
statements) from the last 6 months, showing regular 
income (salary, pension, rent income etc.) - highlighted 
The statements must be stamped and signed by the bank. 

o Confirmation of the bank that the funds can be transferred 
to a Belgian bank account or fresh USD/EUR account** 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

https://www.studely.com/en/belgique
https://www.ready-study-go.com/belgique/
https://5195.f2w.bosa.be/en/themes/third-country-nationals/study/favorites/formal-obligation
https://5195.f2w.bosa.be/sites/default/files/2023-10/Annexe%2032_0.pdf
https://5195.f2w.bosa.be/sites/default/files/2023-10/Annexe%2032_0.pdf
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IMPORTANT 

*  Registers of RECOGNISED Institutions – Public universities: 

• Higher education institutions recognized by the Wallonia-Brussels:  

http://www.enseignement.be/index.php?page=28260&navi=4596 

• Higher education institutions recognized by the Flemish Region: 

https://www.hogeronderwijsregister.be/home 

 

** Please note that if the bank statements are in LBP, the solvency will be calculated in EUR 

at the market rate. Bank statements in USD-EUR must be from a fresh account showing 

regular income (salary, pension, rent etc...)  

To get quick access to the most recent information on the formal obligation requirements: 

FR: IBZ: Annexe 32, NL:  IBZ: Annex 32, EN: IBZ: Formal Obligation 

For the 2026-2027 academic year, a guarantor must have an income of at least 3.235.28 € 

net/month to be able to sign the formal obligation / annex 32. 

For the 2026-2027 academic year, the minimum amount of which a student must have 

access to is 1.062 € net/month. 

c) If the guarantor is residing in Belgium: 
o The guarantor must present himself at his municipality in 

Belgium to sign a formal obligation / annex 32 document. 
o The student must provide the original formal obligation, as 

signed by the guarantor and certified by the guarantor’s 
municipality in Belgium. This document cannot be older than 
6 months and is only valid when legalized by the Belgian 
Embassy after submitting the visa application.  

o A photocopy of the guarantor’s Belgian identity card or 
residence permit 

o A certificate of family composition of the guarantor. 
o Proof of regular and sufficient means of subsistence of the 

guarantor: for the 2026 - 2027 academic year: minimal 
€3.235,88 net/month) 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
d) If the guarantor is residing in a non-Belgian EU country or in a 

foreign country: 
o The guarantor must present himself at the Embassy/ 

Consulate of Belgium in his country of residence to sign the 
formal obligation / annex 32. 

o Proof of regular and sufficient means of subsistence of the 
guarantor: for the 2026-2027 academic year: minimal 
€3.235,88 net/month) 

o The formal obligation document must be validated by the 
Embassy/Consulate with a stamp indicating that the 
solvency is enough to take charge and remains valid for 6 
months after signature. 

o A photocopy of the guarantor’s identity card or residence 
permit in the EU country. 

o A certificate of family composition of the guarantor. 

http://www.enseignement.be/index.php?page=28260&navi=4596
https://www.hogeronderwijsregister.be/home
https://dofi.ibz.be/fr/themes/ressortissants-dun-pays-tiers/etudes/favoris/engagement-de-prise-en-charge
https://dofi.ibz.be/nl/themes/ressortissants-dun-pays-tiers/etudes/favoris/verbintenis-tot-tenlasteneming
https://5195.f2w.bosa.be/en/themes/third-country-nationals/study/favorites/formal-obligation
https://5195.f2w.bosa.be/sites/default/files/2023-10/Annexe%2032_0.pdf
https://5195.f2w.bosa.be/sites/default/files/2023-10/Annexe%2032_0.pdf
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CHECKLIST FOR STUDY VISA – Private 

(non-recognized) institution for higher education - 

Article 9* 
All documents must be in English, Dutch, French or German (documents in Arabic must be 

submitted with a translation)  

AND must be LEGALIZED by the Belgian Embassy:  TLS Contact: Legalization  

Documents to be legalized can be submitted at the same time as the visa application. 

 

It’s essential that your application file contains the original documents. 

All documents will be returned once a decision has been made. 

Document Description 

Application form 

- Irrespective of age, every individual requires a separate application 
form, that can be printed from VisaOnWeb 

- Must be duly completed, dated, and signed by the applicant himself. 
- For children under 18 years, the application form must be signed by 

a person with parental authority or by a legal guardian. 

One recent 
passport size 
photograph 

- Size 3.5cm X 4.5cm 
- White plain background 
- Taken less than 3 months ago 

Original passport 

- A copy of all pages (excluding the blank) 
- Must be issued within the last 10 years, in good condition and have 

at least 2 empty consecutive pages. 
- Must be valid for at least 15 months at the time of the application 
- For foreigners: copy of your Lebanese/Syrian residence permit  

Proof of full 
payment of the 
contribution fee 

- Proof of full payment of the contribution fee to our Ministry of 
Interior in Brussels must be provided along with the application. If this 
is missing, your visa application is not admissible.  
- Details about the account number, payment methods and the 
appropriate amount can be found here: Contribution fee | IBZ. 
- Payment exemptions are listed under ‘Amounts of contribution fee’  

Medical certificate  

Medical certificate proving you are not suffering from any of the 
diseases listed in the annex to the Act of 15 December 1980.  
- Must be issued within the last 6 months 
- Must be issued, signed and stamped by one of the Belgian Embassy’s 
accredited physicians 
- All analysis, reports, and X-ray results must be included. 

Proof that the  
applicant has or 
will have health  

insurance in  
Belgium   

Travel insurance certificate that covers at least the first 3 months 
starting your arrival date. This insurance policy must cover all medical 
expenses (including emergency hospital treatment and repatriation) 
with a minimal coverage of 30.000 EUR and must be valid for the 
whole Schengen territory. 

For students aged 
18 and above:  

A certificate attesting the lack of convictions of crimes or offences 
under common law for the last 5 years:  
- Must be issued within the last 6 months 

https://legalization-be.tlscontact.com/en-us/country/lb/vac/lbBEY2be/application-process
https://visaonweb.diplomatie.be/
https://dofi.ibz.be/en/themes/faq/contribution-fee
https://static.tlscontact.com/media/tlsweb/be/lb/list_of_accredited_doctors.pdf


  08.04.2026 

7 | P a g e  
 

 

Non-criminal 
record certificate  

- Must be translated by a sworn translator 
- Must be legalized by the Belgian Embassy (through TLS Contact) 
- If you resided in a foreign country before applying: a certificate issued 
by the relevant authorities of that country and legalized by the Belgian 
Embassy abroad (or with an apostil). 

For minor 
students (<18 

years): Parental 
authorization  

Parents / legal guardians who are not accompanying their child must 
sign a parental authorization, agreeing their child can permanently live 
in Belgium. 
- Parents can sign their parental authorization documents at the 
legalization section at TLS Contact when submitting the student’s visa 
application: Please bring:  

• Your passport or ID  

• A legalized birth certificate, not older than 6 months, mentioning 
the name of both parents. 

• If applicable: proof of guardianship issued by court (translated 
by a sworn translator & legalized by the Embassy) 

• If applicable: death certificate of the deceased parent (translated 
by a sworn translator & legalized by the Embassy) 

Standard 
certificate issued 

by a Belgian 
higher education 

institution  

A certificate in accordance to the Standard certificate issued by the 
higher education establishment: proving final enrollment, issued by the 
private higher education institution, as well as proof of full payment of 
tuition fees.  
- The institution for higher education must send a confirmation of final 
enrollment and proof of full payment of the tuition fees to 
beirut.visa@diplobel.fed.be before your application 

Proof of 
sufficient means 
of subsistence to  
cover education 

and life expenses 

For enrolments for the 2026–2027 academic year: the minimal net 
amount is 1.062€/month.  
 
- Can be provided exclusively through proof of money transfer to a 
student loan account (Irrevocable Transfer Certificate) with one of the 
accredited financial service companies: Studely or Ready Study Go 
International. 
- The deposit  must be equal to or higher than 12.744€ (twelve times 
the monthly amount a student in Belgium must have access to) 
- The account must be on the applicant’s name.  
Note: In case you intend to travel before the starting date of the 
financial coverage, proof of sufficient financial means to cover the 
additional period needs to be submitted (at least 95€/day) 

Proof that the 
student has 

access to higher 
education 

 

- A secondary school diploma or baccalaureate obtained with a 
minimum average of 13/20 (or 65%). 
-Transcript of grades obtained during the last year of secondary 
education, issued by the attended institution. 
- Any diploma, certificate or proof of successful completion obtained 
after the end of secondary education; 
- Proof of sufficient knowledge of language in which the courses will 
be taught (minimum level B2 of the Common European Framework of 
Reference for Languages), issued by an officially recognized institution 
in the country of origin or residence (for example, a DELF or DALF for 
French, IELTS or TOEFL for English, or CNaVT for Dutch) 
- A detailed statement of the academic and professional project 
demonstrating the coherence and continuity between the previous 
educational background, the intended training program and the 
professional project, explaining the specific nature of the intended 
training program (training only in Belgium) 

https://static.tlscontact.com/media/eg/cai/be/standard_university_form.pdf
https://static.tlscontact.com/media/eg/cai/be/standard_university_form.pdf
mailto:beirut.visa@diplobel.fed.be
https://www.studely.com/en/belgique
https://www.ready-study-go.com/belgique/
https://www.ready-study-go.com/belgique/
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IMPORTANT 

* Every institution for higher education that is NOT listed in the recognized registers below, 

is considered a PRIVATE institution: 

• Higher education institutions recognized by the Wallonia-Brussels:  

http://www.enseignement.be/index.php?page=28260&navi=4596 

• Higher education institutions recognized by the Flemish Region: 

https://www.hogeronderwijsregister.be/home 

 

For the 2026-2027 academic year, the minimum amount of which a student must have 

access to is 1.062 € net/month. 

 

To get quick access to the most recent information and requirements: 

FR:  IBZ: Visa étudiant Art 9  NL:  IBZ: studenten visum Art 9  EN: IBZ: Student visa Art 9 

 
 

 

Any Arabic document provided without translation will not be considered.  

The verification of the submitted documents can delay or impede the issuance of the 

requested visa. These delays depend exclusively upon the instance that issued the 

documents. Any false statements or documents will lead to your application being rejected.  

Please note that the application will be processed with the documents handed over upon 

submission. No additional documents can be submitted at TLS Contact unless they are 

requested by the competent authorities.  

An incomplete file will often lead to a visa refusal. A complete file does not guarantee the 

issuance of a visa. Applicants that cannot enclose all documents from the above checklist 

should consider adding alternatives or an explanation on why these documents were not 

provided. 

http://www.enseignement.be/index.php?page=28260&navi=4596
https://www.hogeronderwijsregister.be/home
https://dofi.ibz.be/fr/themes/third-country-nationals/study/higher-education/private-higher-education-institution/1ere
https://dofi.ibz.be/nl/themes/third-country-nationals/study/higher-education/private-higher-education-institution/1ste
https://dofi.ibz.be/en/themes/third-country-nationals/study/higher-education/non-recognized-higher-education-private-0

	CHECKLIST FOR STUDY VISA - Public university (Article 58), university entrance exam or ARES*
	CHECKLIST FOR STUDY VISA – Private (non-recognized) institution for higher education - Article 9*

