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CHECKLIST FOR RE-ENTRY VISA 

Procedure for obtaining a re-entry visa C or D for Belgium  
 

 

All documents must be in English, Dutch, French or German (documents in Arabic must be 

submitted with a translation)  

AND must be LEGALIZED by the Belgian Embassy:  TLS Contact: Legalization  

Documents to be legalized can be submitted at the same time as the visa application. 

 
It’s essential that your submitted file contains the original documents. 

All documents will be returned once a decision has been made. 

 
The right to return to Belgium depends on the residence permit you have/had, the validity of 
the residence permit and the duration of your absence. All useful information can be found 
on: Right of return | IBZ. 
 
For more information on who can apply for a re-entry visa, which type of visa (C or D) to 
apply for, the conditions to be met, the documents to be submitted and the processing time, 
please consult the website of the Belgian Immigration Office: Re-entry Visa.  
 
 As a general rule, you can apply for a re-entry visa when the following conditions are met: 

1. You have not left Belgium for more than a year (more than 2 years for F+ card holders)  
2. You had a valid residence permit (which was stolen or lost) that allowed you to return 

to Belgium without a visa. 
 

If you don’t meet those conditions, you must apply for a long stay visa D, according to the 
purpose of your stay. 
 
 

General requirements (to be submitted for all visa applications) 

 
 

Document Description 

Application form 
(type C or D!) 

- Irrespective of age, every individual requires a separate application 
form, that can be printed from VisaOnWeb 

- Must be duly completed, dated, and signed by the applicant himself. 
For children under 18 years, the application form must be signed by 
a person with parental authority or by a legal guardian. 

One recent 
passport size 
photograph 

- Size 3.5cm X 4.5cm 
- White plain background 
- Taken less than 3 months ago 

Original passport 

- A copy of all pages (excluding the blank) 
- Must be issued within the last 10 years, in good condition and have 

at least 2 empty consecutive pages. 
- Must be valid for at least 15 months at the time of the application 
For foreigners: copy of your Lebanese/Syrian residence permit  

Proof of legal 
entrance to 

Lebanon/Syria 

- Copy of border stamps  and/or boarding passes proving legal 
entrance to Lebanon/Syria  

https://legalization-be.tlscontact.com/en-us/country/lb/vac/lbBEY2be/application-process
https://dofi.ibz.be/en/themes/entry/border-control/visa/right-return
https://dofi.ibz.be/en/themes/third-country-nationals/return-visa
https://visaonweb.diplomatie.be/
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A. Additional documents – VISA C (if you were holder of F/F+ card) 

 
B. Additional documents – VISA D (if you were holder of A/B/C/D/H card 
or annex15) 

 

 

Any Arabic document provided without translation will not be considered.  

The verification of the submitted documents can delay or impede the issuance of the 

requested visa. These delays depend exclusively upon the instance that issued the 

documents. Any false statements or documents will lead to your application being rejected.  

Please note that the application will be processed with the documents handed over upon 

submission. No additional documents can be submitted at TLS Contact unless they are 

requested by the competent authorities.  

An incomplete file will often lead to a visa refusal. A complete file does not guarantee the 

issuance of a visa. Applicants that cannot enclose all documents from the above checklist 

should consider adding alternatives or an explanation on why these documents were not 

provided. 

Document Description 
Belgian residence 

permit  
Copy of the lost/stolen/expired Card  
If applicable: police declaration of loss or theft translated 

Proof of having 
the right to return 

to Belgium 

Proof that you haven’t left Belgium more than 1 year ago (for F card) 
or than 2 years ago (for F+ card):  
- Copy of passport pages with stamps of exit/entry  
- Any document indicating the date on which you left Belgium (e.g. 

proof of a medical appointment, relevant picture...) 
- Certificate of residence issued by the municipality in Belgium 
- Copy of flight ticket and entry / exit stamps  
- Letter of explanation to support your return visa request. 

Document Description 
Belgian residence 

permit  
Copy of the lost/stolen/expired residence permit  
If applicable: police declaration of loss or theft translated 

Proof of having 
the right of 
returning to 

Belgium 

Proof that you haven’t left Belgium more than 1 year ago: 
- Copy of passport pages with stamps of exit/entry  
- Any document indicating the date on which you left Belgium (e.g. 

proof of a medical appointment, relevant picture...) 
- Certificate of residence issued by the municipality in Belgium 
- Copy of flight ticket and stamps of the airport (when going out of 

Belgium) 
- Letter of explanation for return visa 

Proof of full 
payment of the 
contribution fee 

- Proof of full payment of the contribution fee to our Ministry of 
Interior in Brussels must be provided along with the application. If 
this is missing, your visa application is not admissible.  

- Details about the account number, payment methods and the 
appropriate amount can be found here: Contribution fee | IBZ. 

- Payment exemptions are listed under ‘Amounts of contribution fee’  

https://dofi.ibz.be/en/themes/faq/contribution-fee

